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NCMGA News 

 

 

February 28 * 12:00 Noon 

 

Membership Meeting 

Location:  

CSU, Chico Farm 

Sheep & Goat Unit 

Nicholas C Shouten Lane,  

Off Hegan Lane 

 

Hands-On Learning and  
Presentations will be the focus of 

this membership meeting. 

 

More information at 

www.ncmga.webs.com 
 

Hope to see you there! 
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Inside this issue: 

 The California 

State Water Resources 

Control Board has re-

cently released a con-

cept called the Grazing 

Regulatory Action Pro-

gram (GRAP).   In short, 

this program  is similar 

to the Irrigated Lands 

Program that so many 

farmers and ranchers 

have had to join, just 

focusing on another as-

pect of farming and 

ranching—grazing. 

 Taken from the 

State Water Resources 

Control Board website: 

Goal: Develop strategies 

that Regional Water 

Boards can implement to 

enhance environmental 

benefits from grazing, 

protect beneficial uses of 

surface and groundwa-

ter, and address water 

quality impacts related 

to livestock grazing in 

California. 

 The Water 

Boards have formed a 

work team to develop 

GRAP. The work team is 

under the lead of the 

Lahontan Regional Wa-

ter Board (Region 6) 

with active participants 

from all the other eight 

Regional Water Boards -

- the North Coast, San 

Francisco Bay, Central 

Coast, Los Angeles, Cen-

tral Valley, Colorado 

River, Santa Ana, and 

San Diego Regional Wa-

ter Boards (Regions 1, 2, 

3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9 re-

spectively) and the State 

Water Board’s Division 

of Water Quality and 

Office of Public Partici-

pation. 

 GRAP aims to 

facilitate efficiency and 

statewide consistency in 

developing and imple-

menting strategies to 

meet its goal, while at 

the same time account-

ing for regional differ-

ences in hydrology, to-

pography, climate and 

land use. The GRAP 

process will consider a 

wide range of alterna-

tives to ensure that graz-

ing has minimal nega-

tive impacts on water 

quality. A cornerstone of 

the GRAP will be 

thoughtful consideration 

of the costs of    compli-

ance to the  regulated 

grazing community. 

 

(continued on page 2) 

Grazing Regulatory Action Program (GRAP) 
   A summary and what we as farmers & ranchers can do... 

February 2015 

Chico State Sheep & Goat Day a SUCCESS! 

 At sheep and 

goat day, both project 

lambs and goats were 

auctioned, with similar 

informative workshops. 

The sale average was 

the highest to date, in-

cluding 47 animals from 

CSU, Chico sheep and 

goat unit and local 

breeders. Approximately 

750 people attended the 

event to purchase pro-

ject animals, learn about 

livestock projects, and 

visit the school farm. 

  

Celina Phillips, profes-

sor of animal science 

and faculty leader of the 

sheep and goat unit, 

said these events pro-

vide outreach to the 

community and help 

develop a pipeline of 

support for the College 

of Agriculture. 
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real water quality impacts from 

grazing to determine if there is a 

need for a statewide water quality 

regulatory program, and have at-

tended all three listening sessions 

and expressed concerns with 

GRAP. 

 Some talking points: 1. 

The name and roll out of this pro-

gram and the questions that were 

asked there is an expectation that 

the water board has plans to cre-

ate a program very similar to the 

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Pro-

gram. A program of that magni-

tude is not workable for California 

rangelands for multiple reasons.  

2.  Continue to urge the water 

boards to take a step back and 

conduct a thorough analysis of the 

science surrounding water quality 

threats from rangelands. 3. The 

water board also needs to recog-

nize the significant effort ranchers 

have undertaken to improve wa-

ter quality as evidenced by their 

significant participation, begin-

 The participation of inter-

ested stakeholders throughout the 

development of the GRAP is neces-

sary to its success. As an initial 

step, in November and December 

2014, the Water Boards engaged 

stakeholder groups in Focus Lis-

tening Sessions (FLSs) to solicit 

comments early in this process 

before beginning to develop the 

GRAP. The FLSs were the first of 

many opportunities for stake-

holder participation.  

 The California Cattle-

men’s Association, California 

Woolgrower’s Association and the 

California Farm Bureau have 

formed a joint advisory committee 

to advise staff on a strategy to 

respond to GRAP.  They have 

communicated concerns to the 

State Water Board Members 

about GRAP and its potential im-

pacts on livestock producers.  All 

three organizations have urged 

the State and Regional Boards to 

take a step back and determine 

ning with the 1995 rangeland wa-

ter quality management plan and 

continuing with ongoing partner-

ships with NRCS and UCCE to 

implement water quality improve-

ments. 4.  A strategic methods to 

ensure any potential water qual-

ity impacts from grazing need to 

be addressed in the least costly, 

science based manner possible.  

  The link to the GRAP 

email subscription list  is: http://

w w w . w a t e r b o a r d s . c a . g o v /

resources/email_subscriptions/

swrcb_subscribe.shtml.   

 If you have questions, 

please contact: 

Ben Letton, P.G., M.S. 

Forest Activities Program 

Central Valley Regional Water 

Quality Control Board 

364 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 205 

Redding, CA 96002 

530-224-4129 

 

 

Do you rent your goats out? 

 

As manager of the Tehama County Farm Bureau, I 

receive many phone calls and requests about 

different things, including if I have a list of folks 

who rent their goats for weed control.  If you 

would like to be put on a contact list that I can 

provide when I’m contacted, please email me at 

dodd.kari@yahoo.com 

 

 

Continued from page 1 
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 We want to 

hear from you! 

 

Do you have a 

topic or program 

you would like to 

see at a future 

NCMGA meeting? 

 
Send your ideas to our 

President, Kristine at 

kristiey54@hotmail.com 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=OnGTQ9Sfg8r_ZM&tbnid=v2bmPYhXLOX86M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonpasture.com%2F2013%2F04%2F23%2Fpasture-management-for-small-ruminants%2F&ei=oOt7U8W-NYyhogTq0oHQBw&
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Camille Pryde with her FFA Champion Market 

Goat/Reserve Supreme Champion at the Shasta 

District Fair. 

IDENTIFICATION 

Dodder has slender, twining or 
threadlike stems that vary from 
pale green to yellow or bright or-
ange; the bright stems can be read-
ily seen against the foliage of the 
host plants. 

Dodder, Cuscuta species, is a para-
sitic, annual plant that infests many 
crops, ornamentals, native plants, 
and weeds. More than 150 species 
occur worldwide, although dodder 
is most prevalent in the Americas. 
Japanese dodder, C. japonica, 
which is native to Asia, recently 
has been found in California at-
tacking and covering ornamental 
shrubs and fruit trees, with a pref-
erence toward citrus. However, 
Japanese dodder also can parasitize 
annuals, perennials, and native 
trees such as oaks and willows. 

Native dodder can be leafless or 
have small, scalelike, triangular 
leaves about 1/16 inch long. The bell
-shaped flowers are cream colored 
and about 1/8 inch long; they usu-
ally occur in clusters but occasion-
ally are borne singly. Each flower 
produces a seed capsule with 2 to 3 
seeds. Seeds have rough coats and 
vary in size depending on species 
but generally are about 1/16 inch in 
diameter. Seedlings are yellowish, 
threadlike, rootless, leafless stems. 

Japanese dodder stems are thicker 

YOUTH IN ACTION! 

Integrated Pest Management— Dodder 

 NCMGA NEWS    

Jake Bradley at the Colusa County 

Fair.  He took first place with his 

doe and  second place in showman-

ship.  He also took 4th in round 

Continued on page  6 
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 Here is the question: How do I 

get rid of skunk odor?  

 And the common answer: 

Take a bath in tomato juice!  

 Unfortunately it doesn’t really 

work. 

The Tomato Juice Myth 

 According to an article by 

William Wood in the Department 

of Chemistry over at Humboldt 

State University, Arcata,  it may 

seem to work because at the high 

dose of skunk spray the human 

nose quits smelling that odor. It’s 

called olfactory fatigue. The to-

mato juice odor is instead de-

tected. A person suffering olfac-

tory fatigue to skunk spray will 

swear that the skunk odor is gone 

and was neutralized by the tomato 

juice. Another person coming on 

the scene at this point will loudly 

disagree. 

 So how do we get rid of the 

foul smell. There are several op-

tions. The chemical neutroleum-

alpha is one of the most useful 

neutralizers for removing the un-

pleasant skunk scent on furniture 

or in buildings, but this material 

and products containing it are not 

readily available. There are also 

other commercial products sold 

for neutralizing or masking skunk 

odor. If you cannot find such 

products easily, contact a profes-

sional wildlife control operator, 

who may be able to provide neu-

troleum-alpha or can tell you 

where it can be purchased. Do not 

use neutroleum-alpha on pets or 

people. If your dog or cat has con-

fronted a skunk, call your veteri-

narian to determine current rec-

ommendations for washing the 

animal to get rid of skunk odor. 

 Here is a remedy developed 

by Paul Krebaum and published 

Chemical & Engineering News 

over 20 years ago. 

 Many people have reported it 

to be effective is as follows: 

1 qt 3% hydrogen peroxide  

1/4 cup baking soda 

1 teaspoon liquid soap. 

 Once the hydrogen peroxide is 

mixed with the baking soda, the 

mixture is unstable and generates 

oxygen, and thus cannot be bot-

tled or stored. Apparently, oxida-

tion changes the chemical compo-

sition of skunk scent so that it no 

longer smells. When the fresh 

mixture is applied to items con-

taminated by skunk odor, the 

smell diminishes quickly. Any 

leftover mixture should be diluted 

several fold with water and 

poured down the drain. Hydrogen 

peroxide mixtures can be used 

safely on pets and people as well 

as on clothing and furniture. Rinse 

pets thoroughly with water after 

treatment. 

 Here are some other de-

skunking tips: 

Getting Rid of Skunk Smells In 

the Home 

If people, pets, or items do come 

in or get brought into the home 

before being de-skunked, you may 

find that the smell lingers in the 

air. To get rid of it, you can boil 

vinegar in a pan. The home will 

now smell like vinegar, but once 

that smell is gone, the skunk odor 

should be gone as well. 

Cleaning Buildings,  Decks 

To get skunk smells out of build-

ings, wooden decks and porches, 

etc., mix 1 cup of liquid bleach in 

a gallon of water. Because it can 

bleach surfaces, you may want to 

try it on a small spot first, if there 

is concerned of discoloration. 

De-skunking Tips 

• Always work to remove the 

smell from people, pets and items 

as quickly and thoroughly as pos-

sible. The longer the odor is on 

anything, the more difficult it will 

be to remove.  

• Whenever  possible, work out-

side to keep from bringing the 

smell into the home or getting the 

oil on household items.  

• Shower thoroughly in hot water 

after using any de-skunking solu-

tion.  

• If clothing or other items have 

been heavily sprayed, you may 

want to simply discard them, as 

fabric can hold skunk 

odor for a long time. 

 It is unlikely that 

any solution will com-

pletely eliminate the 

smell the first time. It 

may take several times 

or a length of time for 

the smell to completely 

dissipate. 

Skunk! The truth about the tomato juice myth... 

PAGE 4 NEWSLETTER TITLE  VOLUME 1,  I SSUE 1  
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strategic issues affecting the in-

dustry and interaction with peers 

through structured and informal 

dialog.    

 The workshop will feature 

cases presented with informal dis-

cussions and Q & A. The cases 

feature strategic decisions focused 

on particular topics including the 

following: Groundwater, Prop 2, 

The University of California, 

Davis, is proud to invite you to 

attend the biennial UC Davis Ag-

ribusiness Workshop to be hosted 

at the UC Davis Conference Cen-

ter March 9-10, 2015. 

 Participation is recom-

mended for decision makers in 

small or large enterprises who 

would benefit from discussions of 

Prop 65 and Exports. 

      For more information, contact: 
Chris Akins 
UC Davis College of Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences 
office (530) 752-2120 
cell (530) 902-0962 
crakins@ucdavis.edu 

Farm Accounting and Taxes - Schedule F 

 A refresher from what we learned in 2014 

UC Davis Agribusiness Workshop 

PAGE 5 NEWSLETTER TITLE  VOLUME 1,  I SSUE 1  

Susie Sorenson, CPA, with Matson & 

Isom led the NCMGA members 

through a simple, yet valuable semi-

nar on the Schedule F.  

Here are some pointers. 

1) Schedule F -  

    A. Report farm products 

raised/bought for 

sale/resale. 

    B. Cash vs. Accrual 

Method.  Cash method - 

income is reported in the 

year received and expenses 

are deducted in the year 

paid.  Accrual Method - 

Income is reported in the 

year earned and expenses are de-

ducted or capitalized in the year in-

curred.   

    C. Livestock held primarily for sale 

must be included in inventory.  Live-

included in inventory.   

 

2) What can I deduct? 

    To be deductible, a business ex-

pense must be both ordinary and 

necessary.  An ordinary expense is 

one that is common and accepted 

in your trade or business.  A neces-

sary expense is one that is helpful 

and appropriate for your trade or 

business.  

 

3) Is it a Hobby or a Business? 

    An activity is presumed “for 

profit” if it makes a profit in at 

least three of the last five tax 

years, including the current year. 

    The following factors, although not 

all inclusive, may help you to deter-

mine whether your activity is an ac-

tivity engaged in for profit or a hobby. 

1. Does the time and effort put into 

the activity indicate an intention to 

make a profit? 

2. Do you depend on income from the 

activity? 

3. If there are losses, are the due to 

circumstances beyond your control or 

did they occur in the start-up phase of 

the business? 

4. Have you changed methods of op-

eration to improve profitability? 

5. Do you have the knowledge needed 

to carry on the activity as a successful 

business? 

6. Have you made a profit in similar 

activities in the past? 

7. Does the activity make a profit in 

some years? 

8. Do you expect to make a profit in 

the future from the appreciation of 

assets used in the activity? 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the U.S. Department of Agriculture recently released 

the 2015 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee’s report. This report is a recommendation to the Secretaries 

as they develop the 2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans that will be released later this year. Unfortunately, 

the report is inconsistent, and if adopted will lead to conflicting dietary advice. On one hand, the Committee 

has endorsed the Mediterranean style diet, which has higher red meat levels than currently consumed in the 

U.S.; and on the other hand, they have left lean meat out of what they consider to be a healthy dietary pattern.    

 

For more information: 

  http://www.health.gov/dietaryguidelines/ 

To submit comments: 

  http://www.regulations.gov/#!submitComment;D=USDA_FRDOC_0001-1407  

2015 Dietary Guidelines 
from: www.beefusa.org 

mailto:crakins@ucdavis.edu
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than other dodder species and resemble spaghetti. Like native dodder, Japanese dodder stems are round and twining; 
however, they are leafless. This species rarely flowers, but if it does, the flowers are small and pale yellow to cream. 
It is most likely to attack trees and shrubs. 

LIFE CYCLE 
Although dodder is capable of limited photosynthesis, it obtains nearly all of its energy from the host plant. A dodder 
seedling can survive several days without a host, but if it doesn’t come into contact with one within 5 to 10 days, the 
seedling will die. Dodder stems that have attached to a host plant have been known to survive for several days after 
being detached from the host plant. 

As dodder plants grow, they continually reattach to the host. When other suitable hosts are nearby, dodder shoots 
spread from host plant to host plant, often forming a dense mat of intertwined stems. Shaded areas greatly reduce 
twining and attachment. 

Native Dodder  
Native dodder seeds lack obvious dispersal mechanisms and likely spread via people through the movement of soil 
and equipment or in mud attached to shoes and tires. These seeds also can be transported in infested plant material or 
be present as a contaminant in crop seed. Water might play a role in seed dispersal, particularly for species near 
aquatic environments.  

Native dodder germinates at or very near the soil surface starting in spring when soil temperatures reach about 60°F. 
Germination occurs independently of any host plant influence. The germinating seed sends up a slender, twining 
stem that coils around any object, including host plants.  

Seedlings are dependent on carbohydrates stored in the seed (cotyledons) until they attach to a suitable host. When it 
contacts a host, the stem coils around the host plant and produces little structures called haustoria that penetrate the 
host’s vascular tissue. The dodder plant begins to extract nutrients and water from the host, and its connection to the 
soil withers and dries. 

Dodder flowers from late spring through fall, depending on the species, but seed set is highest in late summer and fall. 
Seed production generally begins near the site of initial attachment and proceeds outward. Dodder is a prolific seed 
producer; each plant is capable of producing several thousand seeds. Generally only about 5% of the seed germinates 
the year following its production; however, the remainder can remain dormant, yet viable, in the soil for more than 
20 years, depending on the species and environmental conditions.  

Dodder’s long dormancy is thought to be largely a result of its 
hard seed coat. To break seed dormancy, scarification—the 
breaking, scratching, or softening of a seed—usually is required. 
In nature, this probably occurs through soil microbial activity, 
weathering, and other natural disturbances such as fire or grazing. 
In managed settings, scarification likely occurs when fields are 
cultivated.  

Japanese Dodder  
Japanese dodder is different from other dodders in that no viable seeds have been observed following flowering in 

NCMGA NEWS 
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California. Instead, most spread occurs through the dissemination of small pieces of stems distributed by birds and 
other animals or through pruning, composting, and the improper disposal of infested plant material.  

When these stem pieces come in contact with new host plants, they can grow until they cover an entire tree or shrub 
with their thick, yellow-gold or green stems. Japanese dodder typically grows much larger and faster than other dod-
ders that attack herbaceous plants—up to 6 inches a day.  

DAMAGE  
Impact varies from moderate to severe reductions of plant growth and, in some cases, complete loss of vigor and 
death. The severity of an infestation depends on the growth stage of the host plant at the time of initial dodder attach-
ment. With native dodder, the greatest growth reduction occurs when the parasite attaches to seedlings; the infestation 
usually doesn’t kill established host plants, but when multiple attachments are made to the same host plant, death can 
occur. Japanese dodder can cover and kill most large shrubs and small trees. The weakened state of infected plants 
also predisposes them to diseases and insect and nematode invasions.  

 
MANAGEMENT  

Japanese Dodder  
If you believe you have Japanese dodder in your landscape, do not 
try to control it yourself. This weed is under an eradication program 
in California and has spread to more than a dozen California counties 
including Alameda, Butte, Contra Costa, Fresno, Los Angeles, 
Merced, Sacramento, Shasta, Solano, Sutter, Tulare, Yolo, and Yuba. 
Contact your county agricultural commissioner to receive proper 
identification and help with control. More information is available 
on the California Department of Food and Agriculture Web site, 

www. cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/ipc/noxweedinfo/ noxweedinfo_jdodder.htm.  

Native Dodder  
The most successful control involves a systematic approach that combines several methods; you usually can’t elimi
nate dodder with a single treatment or in a single year. If you see native dodders infesting herbaceous landscape and 
garden plants, take immediate action to eliminate or reduce the infestation.  

Effective management requires control of the current population, prevention of dodder seed production, and sup-
pression of new seedlings in subsequent years. Where extensive infestations exist, remove the infested host plants and 
replant with nonhosts; in vegetable gardens rotate to nonhost crops for several years. When you plant a host crop 
again, remove any new dodder plants as soon as possible.  

Prevention  
The use of dodder-free planting seed has long been a primary way of preventing the spread of dodder infestations. 
Many countries and states have seed laws that prohibit the presence of dodder seed in planting seed.  

Clean and inspect clothing and equipment before moving from infested to “clean” areas. Once you know an area is 
infested, you must manage it to prevent the further production of dodder seed. Isolate small infestations, and remove 
them by hand before the plant produces seed. Monitor larger infestations, and mow, prune, burn, or spray herbicides 
to prevent seed production. 

NCMGA NEWS 
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The Association 

The mission:  To educate the public about 

goats and goat meat. 

The goal:  To locate markets for goat meat and 

get as many breeders in contact with one  

another so we can all work together in continued 

growth of the industry. 
  

Newsletter:  The opinions expressed in this  

newsletter are those of the article authors as com-

piled by the editor and are not necessarily the opin-

ions of the Association or advertisers.  To comment or 

contribute material, please send to Association ad-

dress or dodd.kari@yahoo.com 

Membership: Newsletter and other membership 

benefits are supported by membership dues.  An  

individual membership (one vote) is $15 per year, a  

family membership (two votes) is $20 per year. 

President: Kristine Raimer (530)384-0301 

Vice President: Mayo Delaloza (530) 949-7262 

Secretary: Mary Pryde (530) 351-1801 

Treasurer: Teddy Drinnin (530) 549-3305 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Susan Young: (530) 682-5462 

Kari Dodd: (530) 736-8389 

Jan Quinsenberry: (530) 755-4923 

Susan Shaul: (530) 755-0861 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Fundraising: Kristine Raimer (530) 384-0301 

Youth: Mayo Delaloza (530) 949-7262 

Education: Celina Phillips (530) 592-6196 

Newsletter: Kari Dodd (530) 736-8389 

Website: Mary Pryde (530) 351-1801 

 

Help Line Volunteers: 

These volunteers are experienced producers, 

they are NOT veterinarians.  They would be 

happy to help and advise you if they can. 

 

Rosalinda Vizina: (916) 687-8030 

Jon Blevins: (530) 682-0579 

is raining and they are standing 

in water up to their bellies.  Luck-

ily we were not kidding and had 

plenty of room in higher pens to 

move animals to.  

     

 We are proud to stay that 

all 2 legged and 4 legged critters 

made it through fine.  We did lose 

all of our feed on hand but was 

able to get to the feed store once 

the roads were open the next 

morning.  It was a stressful event 

since I was the only one at home 

at the time.  

 

 Do you have a plan as to 

where to relocate animals, 

whether on your property or to 

 None of us like to think 

about the “what if”.  BUT we all 

need to take a second to think and 

prepare for a natural disaster.  

What would you do? 

 

 Case in point- We have 

never had standing water on our 

property, we don’t even get irriga-

tion water.  With the lovely at-

mospheric river that occurred in 

December, with a levee break 

added to it, we had LOTS of water 

on our property.  In some spots it 

was over 5 feet deep.  Talk about 

a scramble to move animals, hu-

mans, feed, etc to safety.  As you 

well know, goats hate water.  It is 

interesting moving goats while it 

another location?  What about 

feed?  Do you have friends to call 

in case you need help?  What if 

you are home alone or can’t get 

home? 

 

Just because you think it can’t 

happen to you or in your area 

doesn’t mean that it can’t!!! 

 

Are you prepared for fire, flooding, 

wind damage, power outages, road 

closures, ice, etc?  Take a few  

minutes out of your busy to walk 

through plans with your family.  

 

       Take care and be safe! 

President’s Message  -  Are you ready for a natural disaster? 

By: Kristine Raimer 


